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Rain is love and love, rain!
As it reveals its glorious abundance
it puts the rain clouds to shame.
I too, would take the shape of the cloud,
and pour my heart out,
if sweet love yields to my pleas,

and grants blessed reunion.
(Sur Sarang)

QS o 5 o5 B8 (o S
g B Qg 93t (35 g

There are no cotton flowers in the plants,
neither are there the spinning women,
looking at this deserted bazar,

my heart melts like salt in water.
(Sur Kapiti)
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The new age is like lightning; inflammatory is every haystack,
Neither wilderness nor garden is immune from its attack.

To this new flame old nations are like faggots on a pyre;
Followers of the last Messenger are consumed in its fire.

Even today if Abraham's faith could be made to glow;
Out of Nimrod's fire a garden of flowers would grow.
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Bureau of Statistics (PBS)
in 2018, the number of
labor force in the country is
65 million, while the
number of laborers in
Sindh is more than 11.5
million. The said data also
reveal the bitter reality that
women are paid less than
men in all sectors and that
the amount they are paid is
less than the minimum
wage fixed by the
government. In such a
situation, the Benazir
Mazdoor Card is nothing
short of a boon for women
workers.

The Sindh government
intends to register 600,000
workers in the Benazir
Mazdoor Card Program in
the first phase. If an
average of six people are
estimated in a worker's
family, then 3.6 million
people in Sindh will be
able to benefit from this
card.

The Government of
Sindh has entered into an
agreement with NADRA
and the SESSI to expand
this program as well as
make it transparent and
effective. The documents
of the agreement were

/

f/
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The Sindh Minister for
Labor and Human
Resources Mr. Saeed
Ghani, Sindh Information
and Transport Minister Mr.
Sharjeel Inam Memon and
Sindh Local Government
Minister Syed Nasir
Hussain Shah were also
present on the occasion.
Giving details of the
agreement, Sindh Labor
Minister Saeed Ghani said
that an agreement has been
reached with the Sindh
government and NADRA,
in the light of which
NADRA will make
Benazir Mazdoor Cards,
which will also be ATM
cards. He said that due to
the manual card, the
workers get less benefits,
face more problems,
adding that taking all these

signed on May 18, 2022.

was decided to issue the
smart card. Mr. Saeed
Ghani said that in
collaboration with the
NADRA and Social
Security, the Sindh
government 1S coming up
with a plan of one billion
rupees.

Unquestionably, the
Benazir Mazdoor Card is
an unforgettable step in
terms of social security for
workers and their families
in a developing country
like Pakistan. It is to be
expected that just as the
Benazir Income Support
Program (BSIP) has been
recognized globally as a
pro-poor program, SO too
the Benazir Mazdoor Card
will prove to be an
excellent labor friendly
program. m
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The 'Benazir Mazdoor
Card' issued by the Sindh
government is undoubtedly
arevolutionary step towards
the welfare of the laborer
class of the province. The
relentless efforts to make
the Benazir Mazdoor Card

ZARYAB AHMED

for laborers and their
families.
Workers
work in any factory, or are
daily wagers, hawkers, and
even own small businesses,
can register themselves for
this card. Any worker can
visit the office of Sindh

who either

benefits under Federal
Employees Old Age
Benefit Institution or
EOBI, but after the
18th Amendment, a
comprehensive plan was
formulated to provide
maximum facilities to
workers of Sindh in the

BENAZIR

a ftransparent program,
easy to access and fruitful
for the working class
reflect the commitment
of the Pakistan Peoples
Party's (PPP) provincial
government to fully
implement its election
manifesto.

The Benazir Mazdoor
Card 1s a smart card, aimed
at ensuring social security

MAZDOOR CARD

i/ 4 ‘ \
Employees Social Security
Institution (SESSI) and fill
up a form and register

himself for this program.

Online registration for the

Benazir Mazdoor Card is

also available.

All the data of the
workers registered in this
program is linked to the
NADRA database. In the
past, workers used to avail

form of Benazir Mazdoor
Card. It is noteworthy that
prior to the issuance of the
Benazir Labor Card,
beneficiary workers
received only cash under
the Benazir Income
Support Program. But now,
through this Card, for the
first time in the country, a
number of facilities have
been set up for workers as
well as other members of
their families. The Benazir
Mazdoor Card holders will
receive pensions, financial
aid, stipends and all health
benefits, as well as free
education for their children
and a dowry allowance at
their wedding.

According to the data
released by Pakistan
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