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LAUNCHING CEREMONY OF THE STUDY, INITIATIVE OF THE PROVINCIAL
OMBUDSMAN SINDH ON ASSESSMENT OF MALNUTRITION (STUNTING) IN DISTRIC'1
ITHARPARKAR ON 13.03.2023 AT CHIEF MINISTER, HOUSE, KARACHI.
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ABU HURAIRAH (RA)
HONOR AND DIGNITY IN ISLAM

Yusra Salim

Abu Hurairah (R.A) reported that the
Prophet (SAW):

"Whosoever believes in Allah and the
Last Day, then let him speak always good or
remain silent”.

Islam endows men and women with
“Human Honour and Dignity” (al-'Izzah wa al
-Karamah) and provides them with directions
and guidelines to protect each other’s rights
with respect and honour. This research paper
demonstrates the protection of honor and
dignity as a significant tool of life. The
denotation of “honor” and “dignity”
according to the Qur'an and prophetic
perspective has been focused in this research.
In the preservation of human personal honor,
dignity and other rights, Shari’ah evidences
from Qur’an and Sirah are explored with the
perspective of highlighting the emphasis on
Shari’ah on this aspect of religion, which is
also one of the dimensions of Maqasid al-
Shari‘ah as well. The paper ends with the note
that human beings should endure the “best
moral and ethical values" of mercy, faith,
compassion, justice, piety, empathy and also
with the fear of abusing one’s honor and status
in the society.

Human dignity has been one of the
central themes in Islamic teachings. Islam is

very concerned about the dignity of a person
and highlights the status of protecting 'honor'
and 'dignity'. It doesn’t permit a person to
abuse one’s honor because one of the
necessary features in the life of a person is his
or her 'dignity' and 'honor'.

In the Holy Quran, Allah (S.W.T) takes
account of all the humans to be worthy of
respect and honor because human beings
alone are trustworthy to prefer the "trust" of
liberty of the free will. All the mankind is
distinguished from other creatures on the
earth and they are blessed with the persuasive
aptitude by Allah, the Al-Mighty. The
Glorious Quran clearly declares that human
beings are blessed with the capability to judge
between right and wrong wisely. Allah
(S.W.T) had made them “in the best of molds”.
Thus, man is a representative on this earth, so
that on account of this trait all humankind is
respected and honored by Lord; The Creator.
To begin with, we declaim the straight and
definite confirmation of the dignity and honor
of man, Allah, the Most High, announces in a
general and unqualified declaration: “Verily
we have honored the progeny of Adam...”

The Holy Prophet’'s make an effort
primarily to reduce the social and economic
injustices prevailing in the society so as to
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promote human dignity. The Sirah of the holy
Prophet (SAW) demonstrates multiple
incidents of supporting the importance of
dignity of human beings to be respected by
fellow-men, for upholding the honour
bestowed by Almighty Allah.

In spiritual ranking, human beings are
higher than angels. Allah (S.W.T) ordered to
the “angels” and the "Iblis for bowing down to
Adam (A.S). On that the angels bowed down,
but ‘the’ Iblis rejected to do so;

“And We created you, then fashioned
you, then told the angels: Fall ye prostrate
before Adam! And they fell prostrate, all save
‘Iblis, who was not of those who make
prostration” (Surah al A’raf, 11)

In the Universe, the divine ultimate
objective in creating human beings is "dignity
and honor" of a creature and the instrumental
attitude towards other beings. Allah (S.W.T)
explicates clearly that man is the eventual
reason of creation in all circumstances. He
explains it with proofs such as the earth, sky,
day and night, rain, seas, mountains, animals,
and their philosophy of creation.

The philosopher and commentator,
indicates the explanations of this verse over
human dignity and honor. He says, the word
lakum shows that “whatever made after man's
creation is only for his interest in religion and
the world; they are for the interest of his body
and also he can get energy for obeying God in
the world and in religion, he can think about
the signs of earth and heavens and the
wonders of creation of God. So, this is
indicative of man's superiority; for God
created whatever is in earth and sky for the
interest of man”. According to him, one of its
reason is that “this verse after the first blessing
(creation of alive and powerful man during
history) mentions another blessing which is
related to it and it consists of enjoying earth

and sky and whatever is in them”.
Surprisingly, he says: “What is good to
consider the order from God; for this
enjoyment will do after the realization of life.
Therefore, at first God mentioned the life and
then the earth and heavens in this verse”.

Dignity and honor is a gift from Allah
(SW.T). In this mortal world the purpose
behind the creation of everything is to bring
about and maintain a high-and-mighty
position of humankind, all other things are
unimportant before its status. Textual
evidences from Quran and Sunnah not only
support this phenomenon but various
evidences from the Sirah shown the emphasis
laid down by he Holy Prophet on respect for
dignity and honour. In Islam, the conception
of human honor and dignity offers a neutral
basis to the contemporary doctrine of human
rights, as depicted in objectives of Shari’a. The
article concludes that the inherent dignity of
man is the foundation of human rights which
emphasized that all human rights are derived
from the inherent dignity of the human
person. The contribution of the Prophet (SAW)
of Islam to the enhancement of human dignity
is diversified; the theoretical foundations of
human dignity found their basis in the Sirah of
the Holy Prophet (SAW).

Abu Hurairah (R.A) reported that the
Prophet (SAW) said:

“Indeed, the servant will speak words
that are pleasing to Allah, due to which he will
be given a condition in which Allah will raise
him many levels. And indeed, the servant will
speak words that are displeasing to Allah, due
to which he will not be given a good condition,
but (instead) be thrown into the Hellfire”.
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