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THE FINAL TRANSFER OF POWER BY
LORD MOUTBATTEN

Lord Mountbatten was the last
viceroy of India. He released a plan
known as the Indian Independence
Act 1947 on June 3, 1947. He was
selected as the final viceroy of India
to set a pace to the procedure of the
handing of the power by the British
prime minister of that time,
Clement Atlee.

Dickie Mountbatten was in
many ways a strange choice to

preside over the end of empire. He

a2 A 2 23 A

Mohsin Ali

had proved himself a particularly
inept wartime commander. As
“cousin to almost every king,
prince and grand duke in the
monkey-puzzle family tree of
European royalty” he was most in
his element as a sort of royal fixer.
Arguably his signal achievement to
date was to encourage the betrothal
of his nephew Philip to Elizabeth,
the future queen. The man selected
by Prime Minister Clement Attlee
to oversee the hideously complex
process of Indian independence.
The
work of drawing the new borders
was left to Sir Cyril Radcliffe, a

barrister

intensely = complicated

with no
India

impossible deadline. He completed

personal
experience of and an

this monumental, unenviable task
in 40 days . Radcliffe then burned
his papers and scuttled for home,
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observing: “There will be roughly
80 million people with a grievance
who will begin looking for me. I do
not want them to find me.”

Gandhi’s bleak observation that
India faced only two alternatives,
continued British rule or a bloodbath.
“You must face the bloodbath and
accept it” the Mahatma told
Mountbatten. The truth is that Britain
wanted to quit India with dignity if
possible, but speed above all; the cost
in human lives was of secondary
importance. Mountbatten plan is the
second name of the 3 June plan. It
was announced on June 3 of the year
1947. The principles of the 3 June
plan were.

Opinion of the partition of
the
The
governments that were to be formed

India was recognized by

government of  Britain.
would be provided dominion
status. Both countries would get
sovereignty and autonomy. Both the
countries had the right to make their
constitutions. The princely states
were provided with the choice of
joining either India or Pakistan on
the pretext of geographical status

and the people’s choice. Many states

with Muslims as their majority
joined Pakistan. These consisted of
Bahawalpur, amb, dir, Kalat, Karan,
Khairpur, las Bela, and swat.

The Partition Plan made the
things even worse. This was done
on the basis of the Congress
Despite the fact that
according to the Census Report of
1941 there
majority

scheme.

Muslim

which
according to the British promise
with Jinnah in 1941 would have
been turned into the new state of

were  six

provinces

Pakistan, as was done in case of
Eastern Europe after World War 1

(1914-1918) the
Woodrow Wilson’s 14 Points, as

according

pointed out by Jinnah during his
marathon talks with Mountbatten
and his aides. But the Congress
leaders were creating hurdles in the
the

subcontinent. It was for the first

smooth  partitioning  of
time in world history that such a
Partition Plan was prepared which
of the

legislatures or

desired that consensus

provincial even

referendum in KPK (NWEFP) was
sought. Jinnah had no choice but to
accept this challenge.™®
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HISTORIC RESOLUTION OF THE SIND
ASSEMBLY AND 14 POINTS

Sind
Conference was convened in
October 1938, presided by Quaid-i-
Azam. This conference approved

Muslim League

an explicit resolution recommend-
ing to the All India Muslim League
to prepare a Constitutional Scheme
for complete Independence of the
Indian Muslims. The Act of 1935
had envisaged a Federal Govt. in
India. This resolution emphatically
repudiated the Federal Scheme
the attitude of the
Congress-Provincial ~Government

because

had proved that it was against the
interests of the Muslims.

Pakistan Resolution

The situation had reached a
stage where the only representative
party of the Muslims, ie. the
Muslim League, decided to launch
the practical steps necessary to
establish a separate Muslim country.

a2 A 2 23 A

Afsana Badar

A meeting was held in Lahore in
March 1940, participated by Muslim
representatives from all over India.
approved
recommending establishment of an

A resolution was

Independent  Muslim  country

comprising the Muslim Majority
in the

Areas North-West and

North.
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East of India, so that the
Muslim could live under their own
system of Govt: in accordance with
their typical social, cultural and
political values.

This the
Muslims of India a clear cut aim. A

Resolution gave

movement to achieve this objective
was launched engaging the whole
of the Muslims as a Nation. They
sank their sectarian differences and
participated irrespective of age. All
converged on achieving their goal
as adherents of a Single-Book, Al-
Quran, and One-Allah and one-
Messenger.

The Hindus started the “Quit
India” movement during the War to

press the English for accepting their

a4 Al 4 Al
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dividends. This campaign failed in

spite of severe disturbances at
many places. The majority of
Muslims remained aloof in this
movement. Quaid-i-Azam reacted
to this campaign by raising the
slogan “Divide India & Quit!”

The Hindu political parties like
Congress and Hindu Mahasabha
started emphasizing that the right of
separate electorate acquired by the
Muslims should be abolished, as it
was harmful for the idea of a United
Under these
circumstances the Hindu-Muslim
differences started increasing. An All
-Parties Committee was convened
under the leadership of Mr. Motilal
Nehru. The report of this committee

Indian  Nation.
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was debated upon in Calcutta in an
All-Parties Convention in December
1928. Quaid-i-Azam put up a few
the

“Nehru Report”. These were about

important amendments in

the reservation of one-third seats for
the the Central
Assembly, allocation of seats in the

Muslims in

Punjab and Bengal on the basis of
population, and entrusting the
Residual Authority to the center.
These amendments were turned
down by the Hindus. Quaid-i-Azam
was, therefore, forced to say, “This is
our parting of the ways!” As a
reaction to this development the
following ‘Fourteen-Points” of Quaid
-i-Azam formed the basis of the
future political struggle of the
Muslims:-

1. Federal System of Government

where the provinces would
have a definite mandate.

2. Equal provincial autonomy
system.

3. Effective and adequate

representation to the minorities
in all the Provincial Legislative

Assemblies without reducing
any majority to any equality or
a minority.
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4.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.
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One-Third Seats for the Muslims in
the Central Legislature.
Separate-Electorates.

No territorial adjustment in
and North
Western Province to affect the

Punjab, Bengal

majority of Muslims.
All  the
groups to enjoy full freedom.

communal/religious

No Legislature to pass a Bill
without approval of the majority
members of the community
being affected by that Bill.

Sind to be separated from the
Bombay Presidency.
Application of reforms to
N.W.F.P. and Baluchistan
Adequate satisfactory
constitutional protection to all the

and
Muslim cultural, educational,

linguistic, religious, personal

law and benevolent institutions.
Adequate quota for the
Muslims in employments.

Every provincial and central
cabinet to include at least one-
third Muslim ministers.

No amendment should be done
to the constitution without the
concurrence of the participating

state/provinces.™
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GREAT LEADER OF FREEDOM
SIR ABDULLAH HAROON

Sir Abdullah Haroon, a
veteran Muslim Leaguer, was one
of the founding personalities in the
creation of a separate homeland for
the Muslims of Subcontinent. He
was active politician of Karachi,
Sindh who played a pivotal role in
the  formation of  Pakistan
Resolution of 1940. His life sketch
reflects that he started his political
life in 1913 and emancipated for the
welfare of the poor and the needy.
His active role in Muslim league
won him the position of a close
associate of M.A. Jinnah. He
sincerely participated and worked
for the promotion of All India
Muslim League and honestly
attained the final goal of an
independent country in 1947. His
role in social, educational,
economic, moral, philanthropic
services and financial generosity
resulted in the betterment of

Muslim Community. He organized

a2 A 2 23 A

Mohammad Salman

Karachi Club in (1907), Jamia
Islamia Yateem Khana at Karachi in
1923, Karachi Muslim Gymkhana
in 1927, Haji Ani Haneefan Bai
Memon Girls School, Sindh Muslim
League Employees Bureau in 1939,
Wagqf Alal-Aulad Trust in 1940,
Sukkur Relief Fund in 1930s, the
Bhuj Famine Help and scores of
other charitable organizations,
meant for the welfare of the poor
and destitute.

He was a philanthropist of
international repute. He
contributed Rs.19000/- to Muslim
University Aligrah, Rs.5000 each to
Lady Dufferin Hospital Children
Ward and Muslim ladies Hall in
Delhi, Rs.1000/- to Maulana
Muhammad Ali’s Hamdard,
Rs.50000/- to the Angura Fund.
These and other donations helped
to rehabilitate the sufferers of
Turkish liberation war. Excluding
these, he also established the
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Kutchi Memon Madressa-i-Banat
for Girls and other educational
institutions. He also contributed for
construction, renovation of
mosques and madrassas. These and
other activities symbolized him as a
man of social welfare, as an
economic performer and as a
political reformer.

Political Role in Separation of
Sindh from Mumbai Presidency

Family of Abdullah Haroon
migrated from Kutch to Karachi.
His father started a small business
at Karachi. Abdullah Haroon
expanded his business and made
himself a financially successful
man. Afterwards his attention
diverted towards politics and civic
activities of Karachi. In 1913, he
was elected as member of the
Karachi Municipality. In 1917, he
joined the Indian National
Congress and always pleaded for
the cause of Muslims. In 1919, he
participated in Khilafat day and
presided over various meetings of
the same occasion. He was also
elected as president of the Sindh
Khilafat Committee in 1919 and
played active role in all the Khilafat
Movement until 1929.

Then he joined Muslim League
and was elected as president of the

Sindh Provincial Muslim League.
He was also elected as member of
the All-India Muslim League. In
1920, he also founded Sindhi News
Paper, Al-Waheed and donated for
its continuous running. Al-Waheed
played a pivotal role for the
expansion of cerebral and political
horizons of the people of Sindh and
solidified their will for separation
of Sindh from Mumbai. Slowly and
gradually Abdullah Haroon moved
from local to provincial and then to
national and all India politics. He
significantly participated in the
Sindh provincial Political
Conferences from 1920 to 1930s,
under the banner of All India
Muslim League. In 1928, he also
played his leading role in the All
Parties Conference and All Parties
Muslim Conference from 1930-
1934, the Azad Sindh Conference of
1930 and the All India Muslim
League Session of 1937. In 1933, he
was also nominated as Chairman of
Karachi Port Hajj Committee.

He was a strenuous man and
advanced  advocate for the
movement of Separation of Sindh
from Mumbai Presidency. He
continuously pleaded for it and
helped to pass such resolution from
each platform for such separation.
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He actively participated in all such
moots,  meetings,  gatherings,
collective and partial meetings,
individually, severally and jointly
from 1925 onwards. He strongly
stressed and convinced Sir Agha
Khan and M.A. Jinnah to help in
gaining the separation of Sindh,
while  leading  the  Muslim
delegation to the Round Table
Conference held at London during
1930- 1932. He worked very hard
in a well co-ordinated way with
Muhammad Ayoob Khuhro and
Miran Muhammad Shah, for the
cause of separation of Sindh in
1935. His intention to join the
Muslim League was also to entice
the interests of Sindh with the
mainstream of the All India
Muslim politics. In 1925 at the
session of Muslim League at
Aligarh, Abdullah Haroon
demanded the resolution of the
problem of Sindh separation from
Mumbeai.

He changed the status of
Sindh on geopolitical, economic,
social, linguistic, ethnic and
communal level. Previously it was
merely an administrative unit of
Mumbai Presidency. Sindh with its
Karachi  port gained  the

significance of international level.

He continued his efforts vigorously
for the economic promotion of
Sindh. He also advanced the
relations of Sindh with the Muslim
world.

Abdullah Haroon continued
his political efforts for a separate
homeland for the Muslims of India,
even after the separation of Sindh.
In this connection, Abdullah
Haroon organized the first Sindh
Provincial Muslim League
conference at Karachi on October 8-
10, 1938 under the annals of all
India Muslim League (AIML),
which was presided over by M.A.
Jinnah. Here Abdullah Haroon
staunchly pleaded the cause of
separate homeland for the Muslim
of India and on this occasion
expressed his convincing will in the
following words:

“We have nearly arrived at the
parting ways and until and unless
this problem is resolved to the
satisfaction of all, it will be
impossible to save India from being
divided into Hindu India and
Muslim India, both placed under a
separate federation.” His views
were also further elaborated by
M.A. Jinnah.

O




”




'c A2 '."“‘«.',

wl ™

SR
“s

g8 Special issue
bs casion of 23 March 2023

STAN RESOLUTION DAY

4 7 3 : . ‘(‘*
Jlﬂéﬁﬁé)bﬁ)&gﬁ%ﬁ‘ﬂéﬁ&h&%ﬁ)}hj&)lgﬁo‘f&194oCJL¢23 e .
,,q.,,fv'@;motss;ust,;fcu.?g;mg&m@gsgﬁ,‘@ il i 5

r

.gnlkmjgpguobjég&%;ﬁﬁﬁw&? ,

INFORMATION DEPARTMENS 4.
GOVERNMENT OF SINDH :

Q')t'

( %



